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by: Rob Macmi l l a n  
Department o f  A n a l y t i c a l  S tud ies  
Simon Fraser  U n i v e r s i t y  

A t e n t a t i v e  agenda f o r  our  F i f t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Users 
Conference has been prepared and a most i n t e r e s t i n g  
program i s  assured. I am p a r t i c u l a r l y  p leased t h a t  
Leo Cohen has agreed t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  keynote address 
(see a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s  News le t te r ) .  

Some chanqes have been made t o  t h e  Conference format  - 
p l a c i n g  an emphasis on u s e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  We have, 
o f  course, r e t a i n e d  t h e  fo rma l  presentat ions,  b u t  
have a l l o t t e d  more t ime t o  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Groups 
where a l l  users  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  
S.I.G. chairmen a r e  p r e p a r i n g  programs f o r  t h e i r  
sess ion  a t  t h e  Conference. Contact them now w i t h  
any suggest ions f o r  t h e  S.I.G. sessions. 

A l a n  M a r t i n ,  f r o m  Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  has 
agreed t o  c h a i r  t h e  DBA Tools  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group 
u n t i l  t h e  Boston Conference. 

T h e r e  has  been  some i n t e r e s t  i n  c r e a t i n g  a new 
S.I .G.  t o  f o r m u l a t e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  Long r a n g e  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  and  d i r e c t  i o n s  f o r  ADABAS and 
r e l a t e d  products .  While t h i s  can never become t h e  
p r e c i s e  s c i e n c e  o f  changelenhancements,  i d e a s  
generated may be v a l u a b l e  t o  s o f t w a r e a g. 
Any ideas?  B r i n g  them t o  Boston. 

Continued on page 4 

HAVE YOU HAD A 
DISASTER LATELY ? 
by Gordon Cochran 

I f  not, have you p lanned f o r  one? T h i s  has been a 
t o u g h  w i n t e r  f o r  d a t a  c e n t e r s .  New d i s a s t e r s  
have rep laced  t h e  s tandard  ones such as f i r e  and 
bombings. Th is  w i n t e r  we had floods, mud s l ides ,  
and f r o z e n  p lumbing on our  168's. 

There a r e  two s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  d i s a s t e r  s i t u a t i o n .  
M i r r o r  image sys tems a t  a n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n  i s  one 
s o l u t i o n ,  b u t  an e x p e n s i v e  one. A r e c i p r o c a l  
agreement w i t h  another  company's computer cen te r  i s  
a more cos t  e f f e c t i v e  s o l u t i o n .  

Cont inued on page 8 

LEO COHEN 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

5 th International ADABAS Users Conference 

by: Rob Macmi l l a n  

We a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t h a t  M r .  Cohen has  a g r e e d  t o  
address t h e  ADABAS Users Group. H is  exper ience i n  
t h e  computing i n d u s t r y  dates f rom 1953 w i t h  Doctors 
E c k e r t  and  Mauch ly .  He s u b s e q u e n t l y  worked  a t  
Burroughs Corpora t ion  and was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  area o f  
so f tware  design. I n  1963 he founded Leo J. Cohen 
A s s o c i a t e s ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  renamed MetaSystems 
C o r p o r a t i o n .  He i s  c u r r e n t l y  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
Performance Deve lopment Corporat ion.  

M r .  Cohen has designed compilers, o p e r a t i n g  systems, 
and data base systems and has l e c t u r e d  on each o f  

Continued on page 7 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Boston Pops . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

I n v i t a t i o n  t o  Companions. . . . . . . . . . 6 

Conference R e g i s t r a t i o n  Form. . . . . . I n s e r t  

5 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference Agenda . . . . 7 

ADABAS T r a i n i n g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 



I by Roy Wood, s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g  
I 

I A s o f t w a  r e  a  g  c o r p o r a t e  p l a n n i n g  meeting 
I was h e l d  t h e  week o f  February 28th. The s t a t u s  o f  

a l l  products  was d iscussed as w e l l  as documentat ion 
and change/enhancement requests. Vers ion  4.1 o f  
ADABAS was t h e  m a j o r  t o p i c ,  w i t h  ADACOM, Data  
D i c t i o n a r y ,  Com-plete/ADABAS i n t e g r a t i o n ,  and 
ADAMINT V1.3 a l l  b e i n g  reviewed. 

ADABAS Version 4.1 nuc leus has been w r i t t e n  and i s  
i n  an a lpha t e s t  phase. I t  was decided t h a t  Jim 
Addis o f  s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g  o f  Nor th  America 
w i l l  Lead t h e  be ta  t e s t  e f f o r t .  J im w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  
source o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  A p r i l .  T h i s  means a  f o r m a l  
source code review w i l l  be h e l d  i n  Reston, V i r g i n i a ,  
a t  t h e  end o f  A p r i l .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  review, a  
be ta  t e s t  p l a n  w i l l  be constructed, and Jim w i l l  
b u i l d  a  t e s t  team t o  b e g i n  b e t a  t e s t i n g  i n  May.. Our 
cu r ren t  p l a n  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  Vers ion 4.1 i n  
Europe d u r i n g  September and a  wor ldwide r e l e a s e  i n  
December 1978. 

Many new fea tu res  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  v e r s i o n  
b u t  s p e c i a l  emphasis  has been  p l a c e d  on d a t a  
p r o t e c t i o n  and improved performance. The new ET/BT 
R e s t a r t  / R e c o v e r y  was o p e r a t i v e  f o r  a n  e a r l y  

,# beta t e s t  and appears t o  be s tab le .  Performance 
enhancements w i l l  be d e l i v e r e d  i n  two forms: t h e  
ADAM and a  mu l t i - th readed  nucleus. ADAM i s  a  new 
randomizat ion techn ique  which has a l l  t h e  b e n e f i t s  
( l e s s  than 1.3 I / O 1 s  f o r  a  s i n g l e  record )  w i t h o u t  
t h e  usual  overhead o f  synonym cha ins  and s e q u e n t i a l  
f i l e  p r o c e s s i n g .  P u r e  o r  h e a v y  s e q u e n t i a l  
process ing a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e n e f i t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
from t h e  o p t i o n  o f  s e t t i n g  l a r g e r  b locks izes .  The 
m u l t  i - t h r e a d  f e a t u r e  s h o u l d  enhance t h e  o v e r a l l  
1 / 0  performance. S t a t i s t i c s  and t i m i n g s  w i l l  be 
presented a t  t h e  Users Conference. 

There are many secondary enhancements b u t  one o f  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  " S e c u r i t y  By Value". T h i s  w i l l  
c o n t r o l  t h e  access t o  a  f i l e  based on a  password 
w h i c h  h a s  L o g i c a l  q u a l i f i e r s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
people i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s h i p p i n g  department c o u l d  be 
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  r e t r i e v i n g  and m a i n t a i n i n g  o n l y  t h e  

1 ,  _: i n v e n t o r y  f o r  t h e  department though t h e  i n v e n t o r y  
- f i l e  would c o n t a i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  f o r  p roduc ts  f rom 

B - 

F .  a l l  s h i p p i n g  departments. 

k - I t  i s  impor tant  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  new t e a ~ u r e s  
w i l l  n o t  r e q u i r e  any more memory resources. The 
n u c l e u s  i s  a c t u a l l y  s m a l l e r  t h a n  V e r s i o n  3.21. 

A c o m p l e t e l y  new s e t  o f  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  
prepared f o r  Vers ion  4.1. A L i s t i n g  o f  t h e  t i t l e s  
o f  t h e  new manuals f o l l o w s :  

Document Scheduled Complet ion Date 

V4.1 P lann i  ng Guide Avai l a b l e  a t  t h e  Users 
Conference 

Data Base A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Draf '  i n  May 

DBA Genera 1  Procedures 

Data D i c t i o n a r y  Usage 

ADAMINT Macros 

Hnames Gene r a t i o n  

Cnames Generat i o n  

Performance O p t i m i z a t i o n  

U t i l i t i e s  May 

Operat ions (0s and DOS) D r a f t s  i n  A p r i  1  

ADAMINT Programming D r a f t s  i n  May 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  November 

Command Reference Manua 1  May 

The d o c u m e n t a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  w r i t t e n  t o  p r o v i d e  
e v e n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  f o r  u s e r s  and  t h e  d a t a  base  
admin is t ra to r ,  b u t  o rgan ized  so t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i s  r e a d i  l y  re ferenced.  

ADACOM i s  c u r r e n t l y  opera t ionah  i n  Vienna a t  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Atomic Energy Agency. Th is  user  w i l l  
be a t  t h e  Users  C o n f e r e n c e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  u s e r ' s  
impress ions and experiences. ADACOM i s  n o t  s imply  a  
query Language o r  a  r e p o r t  w r i t e r ,  b u t  can be used 
as an o n - l i n e  programming Language. I t  p r o v i d e s  a l l  
t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  ADASCRIPT+ and many more t h a t  are 
n o t  ava i  l a b l e  i n  ADASCRIPT+. I t  surpasses ADAWRITER 
i n  most areas and p r o v i d e s  on- l i ne  f i l e  maintenance 
i n  on ly .  40k o f  f u l l y  r e e n t r a n t  code. 

The Data D i c t i o n a r y  e f f o r t  a l s o  nears complet ion. 
The f i r s t  b e t a  t e s t  s i t e  w i l l  be a t  t h e  Leo Burnne t t  
Company i n  Chicago d u r i n g  March. They w i l l  b e g i n  
t h e i r  data base system w i t h  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
D i c t i o n a r y .  We hope t o  hear  about t h e i r  exper ience 
a t  t h e  Users Conference. The r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  Data 
D i c t i o n a r y  was h e l d  up so t h a t  i t  cou ld  i n c o r p o r a t e  
Vers ion 1.3 enhancements o f  ADAMINT. 

Vers ion  1.3 o f  ADAMINT has many new f e a t u r e s  b u t  
e s s e n t i a l l y  i t  i s  an upgrade, so t h a t  ADAMINT and 
user  programs can take  f u l l  advantage o f  a l l  t h e  
f e a t u r e s  o f  ADABAS. For example, t h i s  v e r s i o n  o f  
ADAMINT w i l l  suppor t  t h e  S8 (compare ISN l i s t )  and 
S9 ( s o r t  ISN L i s t )  commands o f  ADABAS. The user  
w i l l  have f u l l  use o f  ISN's, such as read ing  ISN's  
and a d d i n g  r e c o r d s  w i t h  u s e r  s u p p l i e d  ISN 's .  A 
F ind-Read f u n c t i o n  i s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  f i n d i n g  and 
r e a d i n g  a  s i n g l e  record.  The new ADAMINT v e r s i o n  
w i l l  p r o d u c e  a  2 0 - 3 0 %  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o d e  
gene rated.  



I t  w i l l  b e  h o s t e d  b y  Consumers Gas. The agenda 
inc ludes :  

A Change/Enhancement Reques t  S e s s i o n  

C a l i f o r n i a  and Nevada 
Steve Wr igh t  
Amdah 1 C o r p o r a t i o n  
1250 E. Arquest  Avenue 
Sunnyvale, C A  94086 ,? 
408-735-4554 I& 

? 

The f i r s t  meet ing o f  t h e  Ca l i fo rn ia /Nevada  Users 
Group  (ADAWEST) was h e l d  a t  AmdahL C o r p o r a t i o n  
on  F e b r u a r y  28, 1978. T h e r e  were 1 7  a t t e n d e e s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  4 ADABAS i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  F i r s t  on t h e  
agenda was a welcome by Steve Wright, AmdahL. T h i s  
was f o l l o w e d  w i t h  a b r i e f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  
o f  ADABAS a t  each user  s i t e .  

A f t e r  Lunch, t h e  group t o u r e d  t h e  Amdahl f a c i l i t y  
and observed t h e  assembly o f  a 470 D/6. Next, B a r r y  
L i p s k e r  o f  s o f t w a r e a g p r e v i e w e d  t h e  
ADABAS Data D i c t i o n a r y  which w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  
A p r i l  1978. 

T h i s  f i r s t  meeting was p r i m a r i l y  a s o c i a l  one. The 
t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  d a t a  base  r e c o v e r y  w i l l  b e  
d iscussed  a t  t h e  nex t  ADAWEST meet ing scheduled f o r  
A p r i l  21st. 

Eas te rn  Canada and Upper New York S t a t e  
Bob Tay Lor (ADAGROUP Secre ta ry  /T reasure r )  
1.E.C.S. 
S h e l l  Canada Ltd.  
505 U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue 
Toronto, O n t a r i o  MIE 2H2 
Canada 
416-597-7073 

The December 6 t h  meeting was h e l d  i n  Ottawa a t  t h e  
Transpor t  Canada B u i  Ldi ng. Twenty-seven people were 
i n  attendance, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h i r t e e n  Users. The 
agenda i n c l u d e d  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  by Ted H i l l i s  on 
t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  DBA a t  Consumers Gas. The m a i n  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  day was by  Ken R a r d i n  o f  
s o f t w a r e a g on Com-plete. I n  t h e  Users 
bus iness session, t h e  Canadian m a i l i n g  problem was 
d i s c u s s e d  and r e s o l v e d .  A l l  f u t u r e  mai, l i n g s  
w i  1 1  i n c l u d e  a r e p l y  c a r d  t o  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  
s o f t w a r e a g 's Canadian o f f i c e ,  so t h a t  i t  
can be determined i f  a l l  User i n s t a l l a t i o n s  have 
rece ived  t h e  m a t e r i a l  sen t  t o  them. 

The next  meeting w i  L l  be h e l d  i n  Toronto, March 7th. 

T h e  R o l e  o f  t h e  DBA a t  B u r e a u  o f  
Management Consu L t  i n g  Serv ices  by Bren t  
C a r t e r  

How t o  Change t h e  FDT Without  Unloading/  
Reloading F i l e s  by Ted H i  L l is ,  Consumers 
Gas 

S e c u r i t y  a n d  P a s s w o r d  P r o t e c t i o n  i n  
ADABAS b y  T e d  H i l l i s ,  C o n s u m e r s  Gas 

D a t a  Checks - How Not  t o  H a n d l e  Them 
by Bob Taylor,  I. & C. S. 

Hawaii  
Ken Koj ima 
Honolu lu Federa l  Savings & Loan 
P. 0. Box 359 
Honolulu, H I  96809 
808-546-5049 

Roger Angel 1 
Management Systems O f f i c e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Hawaii  
2425 Campus Road 
HonoLulu, H I  96822 
808-948-8346 

On January 24, 1978, members o f  ADAGROUP Hawaii, 
a long  w i t h  M r .  David De l  R io  o f  s o f t w a r e 
a g a t t e n d e d  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
Hawa i i ' s  c o u r t  case and t r a f f i c  t i c k e t  system a t  t h e  
S t a t e ' s  J u d i c i a r y  Bu i  Lding. E r n i e  Pakeuchi and Don 
Dery ke o f  System C o n s u l t a n t  's, Inc., p r o v i d e d  
d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  systems which c o n s i s t  o f  n i n e  f i l e s  
u s i n g  CICS, ADAMINT, and ADASCRIPT+. 

A f t e r  t h e  demonstrat ion, a f a r e w e l l  Luncheon was 
h e l d  f o r  M r .  Sco t t  Watanabe. Sco t t  was one o f  t h e  
p i o n e e r s  o f  ADAGROUP H a w a i i  and h i s  enthusiasm, 
d e d i c a t i o n ,  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  w i  l L  s u r e l y  be 
m i s s e d .  Good Luck, S c o t t ,  i n  y o u r  new r o l e  
as  Manager o f  ADABAS T e c h n i c a l  O p e r a t i o n s  a t  
s o f t w a r e  a g .  

East Coast Region 
Bob Cole 
N a t i o n a l  Educat ion A s s o c i a t i o n  
1201 - 1 6 t h  Street ,  N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
202-833-4371 

The t h i r d  meeting o f  t h e  East Coast Region w i l l  be 
h e l d  March 15, 1978, a t  9:30 a.m. a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Educaton A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Washington, D.C. The agenda 
w i  L 1 i n c l u d e  p r e s e n t a t  i o n s  on ADASCRIPT+, M u l t i p l e  
D a t a  Bases,  a n d  ADALOG, a s  w e l l  a s  C h a n g e /  
Enhancement d iscuss ions .  A L L  members a r e  urged t o  
con tac t  Bob Cole and p l a n  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  meeting. 

Continued on page 9 



MEN flDH0flS USERS 
S t a t e  o f  Ar izona 
Department o f  P u b l i c  Sa fe ty  
2010 W. Encanto Boulevard 
Phoenix, AZ 85009 

Var ious law enforcement a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  p lanned f o r  
t h i s  s t a t e  agency.  ADABAS was s e l e c t e d  by  an 
e v a l u a t i o n  team which chose ADABAS over  system 2K 
and DATACOM DB. ADABAS was i n i t i a l l y  i n s t a l l e d  on a 
370 /145  u n d e r  DOS/VS w i t h  C I C S .  They p l a n  t o  
r u n  ADABAS on an  I T E L  AS/4 u n d e r  D O S / V S  i n  t h e  
n e a r  f u t u r e .  The c o n t a c t  i s  R o b e r t  J. Edgren, 
602-262-8431. 

D.C. Department o f  Human Resources 
O f f i c e  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  Systems 
801 Nor th  C a p i t o l  S t r e e t  
Washington, D.C. 20002 

The Department o f  Human Resources se l e c t  ed ADABAS 
based upon t h e  good exper iences o f  t h e  D.C. Share 
Computer Center and on benchmarks and o t h e r  s tud ies.  
T h e i r  f i r s t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be AFDC, a Food Stamps 
system, and a med ica id  system w i t h  on- l i ne  i n q u i r y  
and update. The system on which t h e y  are r u n n i n g  i s  
a 370/145 under OS/VSl w i t h  C I C S .  The con tac t  i s  
Warren Spottswood, Computer Systems Admin is t ra tor ,  
202-727-3364. 

Codan F o r s i k r i n g  
Gamle Kongevef 60 
DK-1899 Copenhagen V 
Denmark 

Munsingwear, Inc .  
718 Glenwood Avenue 
Minneapol is,  MN 55440 

M u n s i n g w e a r ,  Inc . ,  i s  a we LC-known c l o t h i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r e r  ( l o o k  f o r  t h e  P e n g u i n )  w i t h  many 
manufac tu r ing  o r i e n t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  The d e c i s i o n  
t o  use ADABAS came a f t e r  u s i n g  b o t h  TOTAL & DL/1 
f o r  s e v e r a l  years. A need f o r  g r e a t e r  a d a p t a b i l i t y ,  
b e t t e r  d a t a  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  b e t t e r  manpower  
u t i l i z a t i o n  Led t o  a d e c i s i o n  o f  ADABAS over  IMS, 
IDMS, and DATACOM DB. The f i r s t  t h r e e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
under  way a re  reserve  s tock  i n v e n t o r y  management 
system, c o s t i n g  system, and e n g i n e e r i n g  standards. 
The next a p p l i c a t i o n s  p lanned a r e  convers ions from 
DL/ I  f i  Les i n c l u d i n g  open o r d e r  a p p l i  cat ions, open 
a c c o u n t s  r e c e i v a b l e ,  and  c u s t o m e r  s a l e s .  T h e i r  
environment i s  370/145, 768 K, DOS/VS, CICS/VS. The 
sys tem programming  and  d a t a  base  c o o r d i n a t o r  i s  
J e r r y  Walsh a t  61 2-340-4779. 

Continued on page 6 

BOSTQN DODS 
T h i r t y  t i c k e t s ,  f r o n t  s e c o n d  ba lcony ,  have been 
r e s e r v e d  f o r  a t t e n d e e s  o f  t h e  U s e r s  Conference, 
t h e i r  companions, f r iends,  and r e l a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  May 
19, 1978, performance o f  t h e  Boston Pops Orchestra. 
I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  s p e c i a l  
event, we must have your  check ($5.00 per  t i c k e t )  by 
A p r i l  14, 1978. Since t h i s  i s  a f i r s t  come, f i r s t  
s e r v e d  o f f e r ,  d o n ' t  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  L a s t  m i n u t e !  
Make checks payable t o  s o f t w a r e a g and 
send  them w i t h  a n o t e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  number o f  
t i c k e t s  requested t o  Barbara Futch, s o f t w a r e 
a g, 11800 Sunr ise V a l l e y  Drive, Reston, V i r g i n i a  
22091. We w i  11 have your  t i c k e t s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  
Conference. 

Codan i s  i n  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  b u s i n e s s .  They chose - ~ 

ADABAS a f t e r  a paper e v a l u a t i o n  and an ADABAS t r i a l .  
T h e i r  hardware i s  a 370/145 under OS/VSl w i t h  C I C S .  
The con tac t  i s  M r .  Jernberg, EDP Manager, te lephone Cont inued 
01-212121. 

DOW Chemi ca L 
9600 Z ionsv i  L Le Road 
I n d i  anapo li s, I N  46268 

T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i r d  DOW C h e m i c a l  s i t e  t o  p u r c h a s e  
ADABAS (two overseas s i t e s ) .  The f i r s t  a p p l i c a t i o n  
u n d e r  d e s i g n  i s  a m a t e r i a l s  management sys tem 
t o  r e p l a c e  an  e x i s t i n g  DBOMP system. F u t u r e  
a p p l i  c a t i o n s  t o  be implemented i n c  Lude inventory,  
p e r s o n n e l ,  and  r e s e a r c h .  The e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  
370/145, DOS/VS, 1 MEG u s i n g  C I C S .  The DBA con tac t  
i s  Don McGovern a t  317-873-7159. 

I n  our con t inued  d e s i r e  t o  b u i l d  a t r u l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  
u s e r s  group, we have a l l o t t e d  t i m e  f o r  r e g i o n a l  
meetings ear Ly i n  t h e  conference. Regional  groups 
a r e  encouraged t o  p l a n  t h e  coming year. 

Change/enhancement requests  a r e  now i n  t h e  v o t i n g  
s t a g e .  Dan Skwarcan has done an  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  
i n  k e e p i n g  u s  on s c h e d u l e  t h i s  y e a r  d e s p i t e  a n  
inc reased  number o f  requests .  We expect a complete 
p r i o r i t i z e d  l i s t  o f  change/enhancements t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  s o f t w a r e a g ' s  responses t o  be i n  
y o u r  hands by e a r l y  May, b e f o r e  you  Leave f o r  
Boston. 

I look fo rward  t o  meeting you a l l  once aga in  a t  ou r  
f i f t h  annual conference. 



Performance 
Bob Becker 
Foremost Insurance  Co. 
5800 Foremost Drive, S.E. 
Grand Rapid, M I  49501 
616-942-3364 

SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPS 

The ADABAS P e r f o r m a n c e  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group 
meeting w i l l  be h e l d  Thursday morning a t  9:00 a.m. 
a t  t h e  ADABAS Users Conference i n  Boston. There 
w i l l  be a panel  o f  f o u r  people who w i l l  g i v e  t h e i r  
thoughts o r  exper iences i n  t e s t i n g  and e v a l u a t i n g  
t h e  performance w i t h i n  t h e  ADABAS sof tware.  Bob 
Becker w i l l  be t h e  chairman o f  t h e  panel .  The o t h e r  
members a r e  Ted L e i n i n g e r  o f  E.I. duPont, S t e v e  
Robinson, an ADABAS consul tant ,  and J im Senechal o f  
MatteL, Inc .  A f t e r  t h e i r ;  i n f o r m a l  p resen ta t ion ,  t h e  
panel  w i l l  be open t o  audience d iscuss ion.  David 
Del Rio f rom s o f t w a  r e a g w i l l  be on hand 
t o  answer any ques t ions  d i r e c t e d  t o  s  o f t w a  r e 
a g on performance. 

Data D i c t i o n a r y  
Richard Tannor 
INCO 
One New York Plaza 
New York, NY 10004 
212-742-4157 

C e r t a i n  t o  be one o f  t h e  h o t  t o p i c s  a t  t h e  Boston 
Conference w i l l  be t h e  Data D i c t i o n a r y .  P l a n  t o  
spend a l l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a f t e r n o o n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  what 
i s  r a p i d l y  becoming an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  every da ta  
base i n s t a l  l a t i o n .  

The f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  Wednesday a f t e r n o o n  sess ion  
w i l l  be a p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  s  o  f t w a  r e a g 's  
new ADABAS D i c t i o n a r y  System. F o l l o w i n g  t h e  

I 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S p e c i a l  
I n t e r e s t  Group on Data D i c t i o n a r y .  Th is  w i l l  be 
your o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  ADABAS D ic t ionary ,  
and compare i t s  f e a t u r e s  t o  t h o s e  i n  o t h e r  vendor's 
d i c t i o n a r y  systems, as weL 1 as  u s e r - d e v e l o p e d  
d i c t i o n a r i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t tendees u i  11 get  t h e  
f  i r s t -hand  impress ions o f  t h e  ADABAS D i c t i o n a r y  f rom 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  t h a t  b e t a  

The l a t e s t  word  f r o m  Res ton  i s  t h a t  t h e  ADABAS 
D i c t i o n a r y  w i l l  be re leased  a t  t h e  end o f  March, 
concur ren t  w i t h  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  ADAMINT Vers ion  1.3. 
T h e  D i c t i o n a r y ' s  R e f e r e n c e  M a n u a l  i s  b e i n g  
comple te ly  r e w r i t t e n  and w i l l  i n c l u d e  suppor t  f o r  
t h e  new f e a t u r e s  o f  ADAMINT, as w e l l  as enhanced 
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  d e s c r i b i n g  how ADABAS f i l e s  w i l l  be 
used u i t h  Eng l i sh -L ike  s tatements.  Also, D i c t i o n a r y  
s u p p o r t  f o r  F-names u s e d  b y  ADASCRIPT+ u i  1 1  be 
dropped. 

F i n a l l y ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  u i t h  any 
suggest ions f o r  a c t i o n  t o  be t a k e n  by  t h e  S p e c i a l  
I n t e r e s t  Group a t  t h e  Boston Conference. 

Change/Enhancement Requests 
Dan Skwarcan 
Assoc ia tes  Computer Center 
1720 Ruskin 
South Bend, I N  46604 
21 9-284-6203 

E a c h  ADABAS u s e r  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a c o p y  o f  t h e  
ChangeIEnhancement Requests f o r  1978. T h i s  package 
i n c l u d e s  any ChangeIEnhancements r e c e i v e d  s i n c e  t h e  
L a s t  C o n f e r e n c e  p l u s  t h o s e  i t e m s  f r o m  t h e  L a s t  
Conference earmarked as " f u t u r e "  by s  o f t w a  r e 
a 9 -  

Any r e q u e s t s  w h i c h  s  o f t w a  r e a g has 
committed t o  implement by a r e l e a s e  number, was no t  
L i s t e d  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  Change/Enhancement repor t .  
s  o  f t w a  r e a g has been asked t o  rev iew these 
requests  and update t h e i r  responses as need be. The 
c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  each  o f  t h e s e  i t e m s  w i l l  be 
p resen ted  i n  t h e  form o f  a  r e p o r t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
ChangeIEnhancement r e p o r t  a t  t h e  Boston Conference. 

P lease remember t h a t  t h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  
ChangeIEnhancement b a l  l o t s  i s  March  15, 1978. 
B a l l o t s  must be r e t u r n e d  t o :  

Mr. Rob Macmi l l a n  
Department o f  A n a l y t i c a l  S tud ies  
Simon Fraser  U n i v e r s i t y  
Burnaby, B. C. 
CANADA V5A I S 6  

DBA Tools  
A lan  M a r t i n  
Simon Fraser  U n i v e r s i t y  
Burnaby, B. C. 
CANADA V5A I S 6  
604-291 -4898 

As newly appo in ted  chairman o f  t h e  DBA Too ls  S p e c i a l  
I n t e r e s t  Group, I must f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t  a  program f o r  
t h e  sess ion  a t  t h e  Boston Conference. For t h i s ,  I 
need some suggest ions and vo lun teers .  What would 
you l i k e  t o  see d iscussed  a t  o u r  meeting? What are 
you  p r e p a r e d  t o  p r e s e n t  ( i n f o r m a l l y ) ?  P l e a s e  
con tac t  me a t  t h e  above address as soon as poss ib le .  

I f  you have no t  r e c e i v e d  a b a l l o t ,  p lease  con tac t  
Pe te  Webster o f  s  o  f t w a  r e a g immediate ly  - 
(703) 860-5050. 

Continued on page 8 



BOSTON 

INVITATION TO 
COMPANIONS FOR THE 
BOSTON CONFERENCE 
Tuesday, May 1 6  

6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, May li 

9:00 - 10:OO a.m. 

11:45 - u n t i l  f u l l !  

R e g i s t r a t i o n  and Welcoming 
Reception. 

Name tags  and t h e  l a t e s t  maps 
o f  B o s t o n  w i  L l  b e  h a n d e d  
out.  

C o n t i n e n t a l  B r e a k f a s t  and 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  B o s t o n .  

A t  t h e  breakfast ,  a speaker 
f r o m  " T h e  G r e a t e r  B o s t o n  
Convent i o n  & T o u r i s t  Bureau" 
w i l l  show a f i l m  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
o f  v a r i o u s  a t t r a c t i o n s  i n  and 
around Boston. 

D i s c o v e r  t h e  s i g h t s  i n  
a n d  a r o u n d  B o s t o n .  T a k e  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  G r a y  L i n e ' s  
group r a t e s  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e i r  
t o u r s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  J o h n  
H a n c o c k  O b s e r v t o r y ,  t h e  
"Where 's  B o s t o n "  show, and  
t h e  F a n e u i l  H a l l  Marketp lace 
(which a l s o  i n c l u d e s  endless 
shops, boutiques, r e s t a u r a n t s  
and food  s to res ) .  

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Boston Tea Par ty .  

Clam Bake. 

Friday, May 19 

12:30 p.m. Lunch u i t h  attendees. 

Note t o  Companions: 

P l e a s e  send  u s  y o u r  home a d d r e s s .  I n  A p r i l ,  we 
p l a n  t o  m a i l  a b r i e f  n o t e  on t h e  weather, t h e  t y p e  
o f  d ress  f o r  each func t ion ,  a s i g h t s e e i n g  brochure, 
a L i s t  o f  shops, and  a t h e a t e r  g u i d e  t o  t h o s e  
companions uho have p r e r e g i s t e r e d .  

I f  you have any ques t ions  about our  program o r  know 
o f  a p lace ,  event,  o r  s p e c i a l  s p o t  i n  Boston,  
p l e a s e  c a l l  C a r o l e  Webster,  703-860-8381, o r  
E m i l i e  Szakach, 703-860-0407. W e ' l l  be g l a d  t o  
help.  Hope t o  see you t h e r e !  

MEN FIDFIBFIS USERS Continued 

SO.GE.1. ( S o c i e t a l  Generale Di Informatics) 
Via DeL G io rg ione  18 
Roma, I t a l y  

The company was f o r m e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e s i g n  and  
implement t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  I t a l i a n  Tax I n f o r m a t i o n  
System f o r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F i n a n c e .  ADABAS was 
chosen because o f  t h e  ease t o  i n t e r f a c e  w i t h  t h e i r  
home g rown TP m o n i t o r .  T h e i r  compute r  sys tem 
i n c l u d e s  a 370/168 and a 370/158 under M V S  w i t h  JESZ 
and TSO. They p l a n  t o  b u i l d  huge d a t a  bases f o r  
t h e i r  t a x  i n f o r m a t i o n  system. The p r i m a r y  contact  
i s  G iancar lo  Totone, te lephone  5484. 

Gray L i n e  b u s  s e r v i c e  w i  1 1  
have an  i n f o r m a t i o n  booth,  
a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  
s e t t i n g  UP t o u r s  f o r  Thursday ' H y m  Bergerst-Monmoyeur (t tHYBMM) 
and F r i d a y  a t  g r o u p  r a t e s .  20 BD De La Muet te 

95 Garges-Les-Gonesse K 
Lunch a t  Anthony's P i e r  I V .  France 

Tour o f  Boston & Cambridge. 

Recept ion 

Banquet. 

Thursday, May 18 Th is  day i s  yours !  

HYBM i s  a d e a l e r  o f  C a t e r p i l l a r  heavy equipment i n  
France. They w i l l  use ADABAS on t h e i r  3701155 w i t h  
OS/VSl and C I C S .  The f i r s t  a p p l i c a t i o n  planned i s  a 
spare p a r t s  system. The con tac t  i s  DP Manager, Jean 
Leray, te lephone 986-96-49. 

Continued on page 11 



COHEN Continued 
THURSDAY, May 18 

t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r s  f o r  v a r i o u s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  ACM, ADM, and DPMA. 
M r .  Cohen i s  a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Systems Performance 
Measurement f i e l d  and has been a n a t i o n a l  l e c t u r e r  
f o r  t h e  A C M  on t h i s  t o p i c .  

M r .  Cohen has w r i t t e n  s e v e r a l  books on o p e r a t i n g  
systems, d a t a  base, and performance measurement,has 
p u b l i s h e d  a v ideo  course and an aud io  course on t h e  
l a t t e r  two top ics ,  and has p u b l i s h e d  numerous papers 
on r e l a t e d  sub jec ts .  He i s  a l s o  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  
performance Development Data Base N e w s l e t t e r  and t h e  
Data Base Journa l .  

I n  t h e  November i s s u e  o f  t h e  Performance Development 
Data Base Newslet ter ,  an a r t i c l e  was p u b l i s h e d  t h a t  
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  D i s t r i b u t e d  Data  Base 
Systems. I n  h i s  address a t  t h e  Users Conference, 
M r .  Cohen w i l l  d i s c u s s  D i s t r i b u t e d  D a t a  Bases  - 
Present and Future. 

5 th 
lNTERNATlONAL 

USERS CONFERENCE 
The Agenda f o r  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  i s  s t a r t i n g  t o  
t a k e  shape. We s t i l l  have  room f o r  i n f o r m a l  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  on u s e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  e x p e r i e n c e s .  
Please con tac t  your  Regional  Representat ive, Rob 
Macmillan, o r  Pete Webster i f  you can c o n t r i b u t e .  

8:30-9:OOpm C o n t i n e n t a l  B r e a k f a s t  

9:OO-10:30am 
Session 5A Performance S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group 

Session 58 General Design 

R e l a t i o n a l  Design 

BREAK 

11 :00-12:30pm 
Session 6A Educat ion S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group 

Session 68 I N F O  I V  
I n f o r m a t i o n  R e t r i e v a l  and Maintenance 

S p e c i a l  I n t e r f a c e s  (ROBOT) 

LUNCH 

2:OO-3:30pm 
Session 7A R e t r i e v a  1 I n t e r f a c e s  

S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group 

Session 76 How t o  T r a i n  Your DBA 

How t o  Use ADAMINT 

BREAK 

4:OO-5:30pm 
Session 8 Change/Enhancement Requests 

6:30-7:30pm Boston Tea P a r t y  

7:30pm New England Clam Bake 

FRIDAY, May 19  

8:30-9:OOam C o n t i n e n t a l  B r e a k f a s t  

9:OO-10:30am 

.................................................... Session 9A DBA Too ls  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group 

.................................................... 
Session 9B Automatic Load C o n t r o l  Generat ion 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 

TUESDAY, May 1 6  

3:OO-5:OOpm ADAGROUP Execu t i ve  Committee Meet ing 

6:OO-9:OOpm R e g i s t r a t i o n  and Welcoming Recept ion 

WEDNESDAY, May 17 

8:OO-8:45am Speakers B r e a k f a s t  

8:30-9:OOam R e g i s t r a t i o n  and C o n t i n e n t a l  B reak fas t  

9:OO-10:30am 
Session 1 I n t r o d u c t i o n  - Keynote Address 

BREAK 

11:OO-12:30pm 
Session 2 ADABAS Fu tu re  P lans  

by s o f t w a r e  a g  

LUNCH 

2:OO-3:30pm 
Session 3 ADABAS Data D i c t i o n a r y  

BREAK 

4:OO-5:30pm 
Session 4A Data D i c t i o n a r y  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group 

Session 48 Performance Techniques 

ADABOMP I n  a Manufac tu r ing  Envi ronment 

6:30-7:30pm Recept ion 

Banquet 

(Need A d d i t i o n a l  Vo lun teers )  

11:OO-12:30pm 
Session 1 0  Regional  Meetings 

ADAGROUP Business 

Execu t i ve  Committee Meet ing 

LUNCH 

2:OO-3:30pm S p e c i a l  Program 

D o n ' t  f o r g e t  t o  r e g i s t e r .  We have  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m  i n  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  y o u r  
convenience. T h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t  News le t te r  b e f o r e  
t h e  Confe rence .  A p r i l  1 5  i s  t h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  
p r e r e g i s t r a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  you pay a l a t e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee. Send t h e  form now so you don ' t  
f o r g e t .  

USERS CONFERENCE 
The 6t  h  I n t e r n a t  iona 1 ADABAS Users Conference w i  11 
be h e l d  i n  Munich, Germany, September 12-15, 1978. 
P lan  now t o  at tend.  The December News le t te r  had 
s e v e r a l  t r a v e l  o p t i o n s  as w e l l  as a r e g i s t r a t i o n  
fo rm.  F o r  c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e x t r a  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms, p l a n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  as a 
speaker, o r  genera l  i n f o r m a t  ion, ca 11 Barbara Futch, 
(703) 860-5050. F u r t h e r  p l a n s  w i l l  be d iscussed i n  

7 t h e  June News le t te r .  



Tuesday, May 16 
DISASTER Continued 

We, a t  R.T. French, f e e l  t h a t  a  r e c i p r o c a l  agreement 
i s  t h e  way we want t o  go. I f  y o u  agree, a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  a compat ib le  mate f o r  your  
computer, and a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
such a program, con tac t :  

Gordon Cochran 
Data Process ing Manager 
R.T. French 
1 Mustard S t r e e t  
Rochester, New York 14609 
(716) 482-8000, ex t .  2469 

Notice to 
ADABAS Users 

Who Also Have Corn-plete 

by Roy Decker 
Manager o f  Techn ica l  Support 

P Foremost Insurance Co. 

We a r e  s t a r t i n g  a Com-plete U s e r s  Group. We a t  
Foremost Insurance have had Com-plete s i n c e  Last 

! f a l l  and have had ADABAS f o r  s e v e r a l  years. We've 
( been an a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  ADABAS Users Group 
I i n  t h e  p a s t  and we're s o l d  on t h e  m e r i t s  o f  a  u s e r s '  

group. I t ' s  t r u l y  an e f f e c t i v e  way t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
user  d ia logue  and a f f e c t  t h e  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  a  
so f tware  package. 

s  o f t w a  r e a g has g e n e r o u s l y  r e s e r v e d  , conference f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  u s  a t  t h e  '57 '  Park Plaza 
h o t e l  i n  B o s t o n  on May 15 and  1 6  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Com-plete U s e r s  Con fe rence .  T h i s  

' i s  t h e  Monday and Tuesday p r e c e d i n g  t h e  F i f t h  
J n t e r n a t  i o n a l  ADABAS Users Conference. 

I ' I hope t h i s  can be an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l  o f  us  t o  
g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  e s t a b l i s h  a f o r m a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
develop communications pa ths  between ourse lves  and 

I 
I b e g i n  t o  evo lve  our common i n t e r e s t s  and concerns. 
1 P l a n  t o  share your  exper iences i n  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  by 

g i v i n g  u s  your t o p i c  by A p r i l  15. The agenda we 
I 

I 
have p lanned  has room f o r  you. 

AGENDA 

Monday, May 15 

12:30-1:30pm R e g i s t r a t i o n  

1 :30-2:30pm I n t r o d u c t i o n  (Organ iza t ion )  

BREAK 

3:OO-4:OOpm Futu re  Plans o f  s  o  f t w a  r e a a 
Re Lease 3, MVS, DOS, SNA 

4:OO-5:30pm User Experiences 

6:OO-7:OOpm Recept ion 

7:OOpm B u f f e t  Dinner  

9:OO-10:30am Log On-Log O f f / S t a t  i s t  ics/Com-plete 
Termina l  Independent Mapping System 

BREAK 

11 :00-12:30pm User Experiences 

12:30-2:OOpm Lunch 

2:OO-3:OOpm Com-plete Release 3.0 

BREAK 

3:30-4:30pm User Experiences 

4:30-5:30pm Business Meet ing 

6:OO-9:OOpm Recept ion ( w i t h  ADABAS Users) 

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  S t e v e  G r e a v e s ,  o u r  C o m - p l e t e  
Conference L i a i s o n  a t  s  o  f t w a  r e a g, (703) 
860-5050, o r  me a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a d d r e s s  and 
te lephone number: 

Roy Decker 
Foremost Insurance  Company 
5800 Foremost Drive, S.E. 
Grand Rapids, M I  49501 
(616) 942-03364 

Hope t o  see you i n  Boston. 

SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPS Cont inued 

Educat ion 
Dave OLdham 
S h e l l  O i l  Company 
P.O. Box 20239 
Houston, TX 77025 
71 3-795-3781 

As i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  Users Conference 
agenda, t h e  E d u c a t i o n  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group i s  
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  one o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  s e s s i o n s  
Thursday  m o r n i n g  ( t e n t a t i v e l y  f r o m  11:00 a.m. 
t o  12:30 p.m.). 

E a r l y  p l a n s  f o r  t h i s  sess ion  i n c l u d e  t h r e e  major 
t o p i c  areas: 

T o p i c l :  s o f t w a r e  a g T r a i n i n g :  
" W h a t ' s  A v a i l a b l e  F r o m  T h e  
Vendor." 

Topic  2: C o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  I n t e r n a l  
T r a i n i n g  Programs: "The Joys O f  
In-House Tra in ing."  

Topic  3: S p e c i f i c  U s e r s  E x p e r i e n c e s :  
"Here's What We Tried." 

Please Let Dave Oldham know i f  you have a sugges t ion  
f o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  t o p i c  o r  want t o  p resen t  your  user  
experiences. 

Continued on page 9 



SPECIAL 
INTEREST 
GROUPS 

R e t r i e v a l  I n t e r f a c e s  
Sa l  DiPaola 
She1 1 O i  1 Company 
P.O. Box 20329 
Houston, TX 77025 
713-795-1446 

Cont inued 

We a r e  Looking f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  R e t r i e v a l  
I n t e r f a c e s  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group sess ion  a t  t h e  
Users Conference. To date we have an  o f f e r  f o r  a 
s h o r t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on ADACOM and t h e  use o f  Mark I V  
through ADAMINT. I f  you have an i n t e r f a c e  t o  any 
commercial  so f tware  package o r  a r e  Looking f o r  one, 
p lease  l e t  us  know. Someone e l s e  may be work ing on 
t h a t  same i n t e r f a c e  problem. 

Please con tac t  me so t h a t  I can f i t  you i n t o  t h e  
program. 

Continued 

Northwest U.S. & Western Canada 
Rob Macmi L Lan (ADAGROUP P r e s i d e n t )  
Department o f  A n a l y t i c a l  S tud ies  
Simon Fraser  U n i v e r s i t y  
Burnaby, B. C .  V5A I S 6  
Canada 
604-291-4525 

The Northwest ADABAS Users Group h e l d  i t s  second 
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r  a t  Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y  
i n  Vancouver, 0 .  C .  on December 2, 1977. N i n e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  were represen ted  by  s i x t e e n  conference 
attendees. 

A lan M a r t i n  o f  S.F.U. coord ina ted  t h e  meeting which 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  on b a c k u p  and r e c o v e r y  p r o c e d u r e s  
throughout  t h e  morn ing sess ion.  Bark WiLkens from 
MacMi l lan B l o e d e l  d i scussed  t h e  work they  have done 
i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  automate t h e  process o f  r e s t a r t i n g  
ADABAS and INTERCOMM a f t e r  system f a i  l u re .  T h e i r  
g o a l  i s  t o  have t h e  computer o p e r a t o r  laod  t h e  same 
j o b  a t  a l l  t i m e s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a 
system c rash  has occur red  prev iousLy.  T h i s  g o a l  has 
a t  l e a s t  been p a r t i a l l y  r e a l i z e d .  

A l a n  M a r t i n  
r e c o v e r y .  
no t  d i s s i m i l  

p resen ted  S.F.U.'s approach t o  backup/ 
Not  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e i r  g o a l s  a r e  

a r  t o  those o f  MacMi l l a n  B loede l .  T h e i r  
environment is, however, q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  S.F.U. 
has a l l  TP jobs  on a second machine and a r e  q u i t e  
happy t o  use t h e  recovery f a c i l i t i e s  o f  ADABAS o n l y  
(i.e., recovery  t o  t h e  Last ET f o r  each TP user).  
They, too, a r e  a i m i n g  f o r  one ADABAS j o b  t o  be 
Loaded by  t h e  o p e r a t o r  i n  most  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
I n  s o l v i n g  t h i s  problem, S.F.U. a d d r e s s e d  and 
developed a method o f  s o l v i n g  a second problem - 
t h a t  o f  separa t ing  t e s t  and p r o d u c t i o n  f i l e s  and 
f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  movement f rom one t o  t h e  o ther .  9 

George Gos l ine  f rom S e a t t l e  P u b l i c  Schools Led a 
g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  D a t a  D i c t i o n a r y .  The 
concensus o f  t h e  meet ing was t h a t  i t  i s  p l e a s i n g  
t o  see s o f t w a r e a g c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
comments o f  users  s i n c e  t h e  Last annual  Conference 
and  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f rom t h e  
o r i g i n a l  proposal .  It was hoped t h a t  users  would 
have rece ived  t h e  d i c t i o n a r y  by t h e  nex t  meet ing 
when a more d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  w o u l d  b e  h e l d .  

Rob Macmi l lan from S.F.U. Led an i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n  
on  ADACOM (remember t h a t ! ! ) .  It was r e a l l y  a 
case o f  the  b l i n d  Leading t h e  b l i n d  as so L i t t l e  
i n f o r m a t  i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  on ADACOM. ALL agreed t h a t  
a replacement f o r  ADAWRITER i s  Long overdue. 

The N.W. ADABAS Users Group b i d s  f a r e w e l l  t o  Steve 
Greaves, an a c t i v e  ADAGROUP p a r t i c i p a n t ,  who 
has a c c e p t e d  a p o s i t i o n  w ~ t h  s o f t w a r e 
a 9. as Manager o f  Marke t ing  Communication. 

The nex t  meet ing o f  t h e  group w i l l  be i n  Olympia, 
Washington,  on  March 10, 1978. J o e  Coogan w i l l  
c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  meet ing which w i  11 be our  l a s t  b e f o r e  
Boston. 

M E M O R A N D U M  

Northwest  ADAGROUP Members 

FROM: Joe Coogan, March Conference Coord ina to r  

SUBJECT: Northwest ADAGROUP Conference 

The Northwest ADAGROUP Conference w i l l  be h e l d  i n  
Olympia, Washington, on March 10, 1978, i n  Room 733, 
Highways-Licenses B u i l d i n g  (9:00 a.m. t o  4:30 p.m.). 
You a re  c o r d i  a1 l y  i n v i t e d .  

We a r e  anx ious t o  see you aga in  as t h i s  Looks L i k e  
a n o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i v e  m e e t i n g .  If y o u  have  any 
questions, g i v e  me a c a l l .  

Far East 
Kazuro Fu j imoto  
5-7 Yaesu 
CHuo-Ku, Tokyo, 104 
Japan 

Great B r i t a i n  
Robert H a l l  
I C I  P l a s t i c s  
P.O. Box 6 
Bessemer Road 
WeLsyn Garden C i t y  
H e r t f o r d s h i r e  AL7 1HD 
Eng l a n d  

South America 
Serg io  I v a n  Roschke 
SERPRO 
Rua T e i x e i r a  de Fre i tas,  31 
Rio de Janerio, B r a z i l  
021-252-9634 

Europe 
D i e t e r  Lasch 
Iduna Vers icherungsgesel  Lscha f t  
Neue Rabenst rasse 15 
Pos t fach  201 
2000 Hamburg 36, West Germany 
040-441-841 

Continued on page 1 0  



Cont inued 

I 
1 

West C e n t r a l  U.S. 
Jay Wa l t o n  
S h e l l  O i l  Company 
P. 0. Box 20329 
Houston, TX 77025 
713-795-1 446 

The West C e n t r a l  ADAGROUP met on February 24th i n  
Austin, Texas, a t  t h e  Department o f  Highways and 
P u b l i  c T r a n s p o r t a t  i o n .  T h e r e  were  24 a t t e n d e e s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  8 i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a n d  1 f u t u r e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n .  s o f t w a r e a g was represen ted  
by Pau l  Peterson and Robert Thompson. 

The morning sess ion  was a ge t  acqua in ted  meeting. 
User  P r o f i l e s  were d i s t r i b u t e d  and  c o l l e c t e d .  
The f l o o r  was open f o r  an ADABUG session. A number 
o f  c u r r e n t  problem areas uere discussed: R e s t a r t 1  
Recovery, excess e lapsed t i m e  f o r  f i l e  load, and 
data base r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  Large da ta  bases. T h i s  
was f o l l o w e d  by  a d i s c u s s i o n  f o c u s i n g  on t h e  r o l e  o f  
t h e  DBA as viewed by v a r i o u s  o rgan iza t ions .  A round 
t a b l e  comparison unve i  Led v a r y i n g  and c o n t r a s t i n g  
p h i l o s o p h i e s  and p r o v i d e d  f o o d  f o r  t h o u g h t  f o r  
a l l .  

The a f t e r n o o n  s e s s i o n  opened w i t h  S a l  D i P a o l a  
r e m i n d i n g  a l  L p a t i  c i p a n t s  t h a t  t h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  
p a p e r s  f o r  t h e  U s e r s  C o n f e r e n c e  was q u i c k l y  
approaching. He had r e c e i v e d  ano ther  request  f o r  
p a p e r s  f r o m  ADAGROUP P r e s i d e n t ,  Rob Macmi l l a n .  

A b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d  w h e r e  t h e  m o s t  
s a l i e n t  enhancement r e q u e s t s  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  
s o f t w a r e a g by ADAGROUP were rev iewed f o r  
g e n e r a l  consensus.  The p o i n t  was made t o  a s k  
s o f t w a r e a g f o r  advance documentat ion on 
R e l e a s e  4.1 t o  a i d  u s e r s  i n  p l a n n i n g  f o r  f u t u r e  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  as w e l l  as t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  impact on 
e x i s t i n g  ones. 

L 

Two p r e s e n t a t i o n s  u e r e  g i v e n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
t w o  p e r i o d s :  D i c k  N a y l o r ,  S a n  A n t o n i o  W a t e r  
Board, d e s c r i b e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  DBA i n  h i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  by  g i v i n g  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  Wate r  
B o a r d  s t r u c t u r e .  He subsequen t  Ly p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
COMPUTER ASSISTED DISPATCHING SERVICE, a v e r y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  a p p l i  ca t  i o n  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  San An ton io  
P o l i c e  Depar tment .  I n  t e r m s  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  and  
e f f i c i e n c i e s ,  i t  proved t o  be o f  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  
a l l  o f  us. 

F r e d  K u h s t o s s ,  T e x a s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i g h w a y s  
and P u b l i c  Transpor tat ion,  desc r ibed  how R e s t a r t /  
R e c o v e r y  p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  h a n d l e d  a t  h i s  
i n s t a l l a t i o n .  G r e a t  v a l u e  was a d d e d  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  t h e  many p o i n t s  h e  made i n  
h i g h l i g h t i n g  open-ended q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
p o t e n t i a l  p r o b l e m  a r e a s  n o t  e a s i  l y  a p p a r e n t  t o  
t h e  Less e x p e r i e n c e d  p e r s o n .  He d i s t r i b u t e d  an 
i m p o r t a n t  p a p e r  where a l l  o f  t h i s  was c l e a r l y  
out  Lined. 

The nex t  West C e n t r a l  U.S. Users Group meet ing w i l l  
be h e l d  i n  Houston on June 29th and w i l l  be hos ted  
by S h e l l  O i l  Company. 

New York C i t y  
Mike Berman 
I n t e r n a t  ionaL N i c k e l  Company 
One New York Plaza 
New York, NY 10004 
21 2-742-4180 

The f o u r t h  New York C i t y  ADAUSERS Group meeting was 
h e l d  a t  Simon and Schuster, Inc., on January 11. 
The t o p i c  o f  t h e  meeting was ADABAS performance and 
tun ing .  

Most i n s t a l l a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  do any f o r m a l  performance 
t e s t i n g  b u t  some i n t e r e s t i n g  and  i n f o r m a t i v e  
observa t ions  were made. The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  some o f  
the  p o i n t s  ra ised .  

The u s e  o f  A l g o r i t h m  4 i s  s l o w  and i n c r e a s e s  
response t i m e  f o r  TP systems. Ed Forman suggested 
t h a t  programs u s i n g  t h i s  a l g o r i t h m  be changed t o  use 
A l g o r i t h m s  1 o r  2 and t h e n  i s s u e  an  S8 t o  merge 
t h e  ISN's. 

A knowledge o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  Layout o f  t h e  ASSO, DATA 
and WORK da ta  s e t s  can h e l p  improve performance. I f  
t h e  DATA d a t a  s e t  i s  s p r e a d  o v e r  more t h a n  one 
pack, t h e  speed o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e t r i e v a l  c a n  
be i n c r e a s e d  f o r  m u l t i p l e  f i l e  d a t a  bases.  A 
system was descr ibed  i n  which two f i l e s  used i n  one 
a p p l i c a t i o n  a r e  f o r c e d  o n t o  separa te  packs u s i n g  t h e  
ALLOCATE parameter i n  ADALDI. The t i m e  taken t o  
a c c e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  b o t h  f i l e s  i s  r e d u c e d  
because t h e r e  i s  Less need f o r  arm movement from one 
fi Le t o  another .  

Most users  have t h e  ASS0 and WORK d a t a  s e t s  mounted 
on d i f f e r e n t  packs. Only CUNYIUCC has WORK and DATA 
on d i f f e r e n t  channels. Dur ing t h e  discussion, i t  
seemed t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no  o b v i o u s  m e r i t  i n  u s i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  channels, because o f  t h e  ADABAS s i n g l e  
t h r e a d .  T h i s  seems t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  ADABAS 
Systems Programmers Guide. 

P r e l i m i n a r y  t e s t s  a t  American E l e c t r i c  Power have 
shown t h a t  t h e  worst  p o s s i b l e  s i z e  f o r  t h e  ADABUFFER 
i n  an M V S  environment i s  38K. A t  t h i s  size, t e n  
t imes  more EXCP's a r e  i s s u e d  t h a n  a t  150K. Opt imal  
b u f f e r  s i z e  i s  b e t w e e n  100K and  150K f o r  an  M V S  
system. 

ADAICK, ADAPRE, and ADALOG are  impor tan t  t o o l s  f o r  
t u n i n g  and  p e r f o r m a n c e  s t u d i e s .  ADAICK w i  ll 
i n d i c a t e  how fragmented t h e  i n d i c e s  are. ADAPRE 
dumps t h e  d a t a  b locks.  A n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  ADALOG w i l l  
d i s c l o s e  c o s t l y  a p p l i  c a t i o n s  i n  terms o f  EXCP's and 
CPU t ime. O f t e n  t h e  slow response i s  due n o t  t o  
ADABAS, b u t  t o  t h e  TP system used f o r  communication. 

The nex t  ADABAS Users meet ing w i l l  be on March 8, 
1978, a t  1:30 p.m. Our h o s t  w i l l  be Chase Manhattan 
Bank, One New York Plaza, New York C i t y .  The t o p i c  
o f  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  be ADABAS i n t e r f a c e s  w i t h  
emphasis on ADAMINT. 

East C e n t r a l  U.S. 
Dan Skwarcan 
Associates Finance Corpora t ions  
1720 Ruskin 
South Bend, I N  46604 
219-284-6203 



ADABAS Training 
March 1978 

s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g  's ADABAS t r a i n i n g  s t a f f  has 
been on t h e  go con t inuous ly  s i n c e  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  Last News le t te r .  A f t e r  a l l  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  
had been analyzed f o r  t h e  1977 t r a i n i n g  year, i t  
was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g  had  
" s p r e a d  t h e  word"  t o  more t h a n  1000  programmers 
and analysts ,  i n  more t h a n  70 d i f f e r e n t  t r a i n i n g  
sess ions throughout  t h e  year. 

Based upon t h e  demand f o r  t r a i n i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  few months o f  t h i s  year, i t  i s  obv ious t h a t  we 
w i l l  t r a i n  an even l a r g e r  number i n  1978. Advance 
enro l lment  f o r  our scheduled p u b l i c  c lasses  i s  way 
ahead o f  l a s t  year's, so be sure  t o  reserve  your 
p o s i t i o n  w e l l  i n  advance. 

As p a r t  o f  a  c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t  t o  i m p r o v e  o u r  
t r a i n i n g  programs, s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g  w i  11 
p resen t  a  new course, t h e  "Data Base A d m i n i s t r a t i o n "  
course, on A p r i  1  24th and 25th a t  t h e  Americana C i t y  
S q u i r e  H o t e l  i n  New York C i t y .  Due t o  p o p u l a r  
demand, t h i s  course w i l l  be o f f e r d  L a t e r  t h i s  s p r i n g  
a t  t h e  D u l l e s  A i r p o r t  Ho l iday  I n n  on June 15 th  and 
16th. On June 1 4 t h  a t  t h e  D u l l e s  Ho l iday  Inn, t h e r e  
w i l l  be a  s p e c i a l  o f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  ADABAS " D i r e c t  
C a l l s  Programming" c lass.  A b rochure  d e s c r i b i n g  
t h e s e  June c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s  w i  11 b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  
soon. I t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  d e t a i l s  on how t o  e n r o l l .  

L q o t h e r  new course i s  i n  t h e  development s t a t e :  t h e  
u l L e n  requested "ADABAS Design" course. T h i s  course 
w i l l  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  des ign  concepts and p r a c t i c a l  
approaches, w i t h  emphasis on ADABAS f i l e  design, 
p r o g r a m  des ign ,  and o p t i m i z a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s .  A 
course o u t l i n e  and f u r t h e r  d e t a i  1s w i l l  be announced 
a t  t h e  U s e r ' s  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  May, and w i l l  b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r .  

C u r r e n t l y  we a r e  w o r k i n g  o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  o u r  
p u b l i c  course o f f e r i n g s  f o r  t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h i s  
y e a r .  T h i s  s c h e d u l e  w i l l  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  
users i n  A ~ r i l .  

s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g  i s  i n t g r e s t e d  i n  h e a r i n g  f rom 
users about t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  needs. At  
any time, f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  Roy Wood o r  Gary Bowers 
a t  (703) 860-5050, and we w i l l  do our  b e s t  t o  meet 
your  t r a i n i n g  requirements. 

F1DRBHS USERS Con tinuea 

EG&G Idaho, Inc .  
P.O. Box 1625 
Idaho Fa l l s ,  I D  83401 

Th is  i s  an ERDA f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h e  U.S. Government. 
They have i n s t a l l e d  ADABAS and TASK/MASTER on t h e i r  
360/75 under MVT. They w i l L  be deve lop ing  a  Large 
number o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  
mater ia l ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  and personne l  systems. For 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  N o e l  J u l i a n  a t  
208-526-9479. 

N a t i o n a l  A v i a t i o n  Underwr i ters ,  Inc .  
Lambert Field, P.O. Box 10155 
S t .  Louis, MO 63145 

N a t i o n a l  A v i a t i o n  has been engaged i n  t h e  Commercial 
A v i a t i o n  Insurance  business s i n c e  1945, and i n  t h e  
Last decade t h e  Automobi l e  and Homeowners Insurance 
b u s i n e s s .  P r e s i d e n t  Ted Hume i n i t i a t e d  a  s t u d y  
team c o n s i s t i n g  o f  Jose Mora, Bruch Cochran, Lynn 
Carmichael, and C a r l  Carr t h a t  eva lua ted  v a r i o u s  
DBMS's on and  o f f  f o r  a b o u t  a  y e a r  and  s e l e c t e d  
ADABAS over  Datacom as t h e  one most s u i t e d  t o  t h e i r  
needs--f l e x i b i  l i t y  b e i n g  a  pr ime c r i t e r i o n .  T h e i r  
h a r d w a r e  c o n s i s t s  o f  IBM 360/50, 1 / 2  meg, DOS, 
2314's. They are l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  across f rom S t .  
Lou is  I n t e r n a t  iona 1  A i r p o r t .  The ' c o n t a c t s  a r e  Jose 
Mora, V.P.D.P., 314-426-4000, e x t .  238, and Pa t  
Cravens, Computer System Manager, ex t .  298. 

Mu ltnomah County Data Process ing A u t h o r i t y  
4747 East Burns ide 
Port land, OR 97215 

The DPA prov ides  d a t a  p rocess ing  s e r v i c e s  f o r  b o t h  
t h e  County and t h e  C i t y  o f  Por t land .  ADABAS has 
been i n s t a l l e d  on t h e i r  370 under MVT. They w i l l  
a l s o  be u s i n g  Com-plete f o r  t h e i r  te lep rocess ing .  
The f i r s t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be an e l e c t i o n s  data 
base w i t h  an o n - l i n e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f u n c t i o n .  A 
Water Bureau b i l l i n g  system i s  a l s o  be ing  designed. 
A Large C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  System which i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  
u n d e r  DLI, w i l l  be c o n v e r t e d  t o  ADABAS. F o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  Don Dumont a t  
503-248-3749. 

w Newsy Tidbit (or Tidbyte) 

The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  name "ADABAS" grows. Dur ing 
my t r a v e l s  through t h e  USA, I have come i n  con tac t  
w i t h  more and more people who use t h e  name "ADABAS" 
when n o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g  
p roduc t .  When l a s t  i n  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  I saw i t  used on 
a  l i c e n s e  p l a t e .  Most recen t l y ,  w h i l e  g i v i n g  an 
ADABAS I n t e r n a l s  Class i n  Pierre,  South Dakota, i t  
cropped up again. Mary Lautensch lager, who works 
f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  South Dakota ( t h e y  have ADABAS a t  
severaC s i tes ) ,  uses "ADABAS" as h e r  handle f o r  h e r  
home base CB r a d i o  network. We b e l i e v e  ADABAS i s  a  
a  v e r y  v e r s i t i l e  p r o d u c t  and  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
h e a r i n g  o f  o t h e r  ways t o  use i t  o r  i t s  name. Keep 
us  informed. 

Roy Wood 



T h i s  year  t h e  News le t te rs  were b e t t e r  t h a n  ever. 
They c o n t a i n e d  a r t i c l e s  o f  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  and  
those  g i v i n g  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

A s p e c i a l  t h a n k  you  goes t o  a l l  o f  t h o s e  u s e r s  
uho c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r .  R e g i o n a l  
rep resen ta t i ves ,  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  group chairmen, 
and users  w i t h  ADABAS exper ience t o  share made t h i s  
year ' s  News le t te rs  t r u l y  a u s e r s '  forum. 

Thanks a l s o  go t o  Barbara Futch and Pete Webster 
o f  s o f t w a r e a g f o r  a l l  o f  t h e i r  work 
t o  c o o r d i n a t e  and  e d i t  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r s  and  t o  
d i s t r i b u t e  them on schedule. 

Suzan L. S c h u l t z  

J OF NORTH AMERICA INC 
Reston International Center 
11800 Sunrise Valley Drive 
Reston, Virginia 22091 

The Editors 

Suzan Schultz 
American Electr ic Power 
2 Broadway 
N e w  York, New Y o r k  10004 
( 2 1  2) 422-4800 ~ 7 9 6  

Pete Webster 
software ag o f  N o r t h  America, Inc. 
Reston lnternat ional Center 

11800 Sunrise Valley Drive 
Reston, Virginia 22091 

(703) 860-5050 
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