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Boston Conference Caps Successful ADAGROU P Year 

PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

by: Rob Macmil l a n  
Depar tmen t  of  A n a l y t i c a l  S t u d i e s  
Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y  
Burnaby ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia V5A 1S6 
Canada 

The F i f t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ADABAS U s e r s '  
C o n f e r e n c e  was a  f i t t i n g  c u l m i n a t i o n  t o  a  
s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  f o r  A D A G R O U P .  My s i n c e r e  
t h a n k s  go t o  t h o s e  who c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  i n  any way, e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  
s p e a k e r s ,  c h a i r m e n , ,  and o r g a n i z e r s .  The 
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  must be l a r g e l y  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o  f  
s  o  f  t w a  r  e  a  g. P e t e  Webster and 
B a r b a r a  Fu tch  worked t i  r e1  e s s l y  t h r o u g h o u t .  
T h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s m a l l e s t  d e t a i l  
r e s u l t e d  i n  an e x t r e m e l y  p l e a s a n t  week f o r  us 
a l l .  

My o n l y  c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  improvement 
g e t s  more d i f f i c u l t  e a c h  y e a r .  C e r t a i n l y  
t h a t  Thursday n i g h t  c lambake w i l l  be h a r d  t o  
b e a t .  B u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  improve we must and 
improve we w i l l .  P l e a s e  send any s u g g e s t i o n s  
t o  me. 

What i s  i n  s t o r e  f o r  ADAGROUP i n  1978-79? 

I e x p e c t  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  g roups  t o  
f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  t h i s  y e a r .  All  r e g i o n s  a r e  
now h o l d i n g  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  and many a r e  
t r y i n g  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m a t s  t o  e n s u r e  
s t i m u l a t i n g  and i n t e r e s t i n g  s e s s i o n s .  

I am hopeful  t h a t  we w i l l  s e e  some p r o d u c t i v e  
work i n  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Groups t h i s  y e a r .  
The e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e s e  g r o u p s  i n  Boston was 
e n c o u r a g i n g .  I  be1 i e v e  t h a t  b e f o r e  l o n g  t h e  
S I G ' s  w i l l  be a s  v a l u a b l e  a  p a r t  o f  A D A G R O U P  
a s  t h e  r e g i o n a l  g r o u p s .  

S e v e r a l  new S I G ' s  were c r e a t e d  a t  t h e  annual  
c o n f e r e n c e .  Each has  a  cha i rman  who i s  

c o n t i n u e d  on page 3 
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The first issue of the Interna- 
tional Corn-plete Users' Group 
Newsletter begins on page 17. 

Boston, Massachusetts; Users take a  break at the Fifth Interna- 
tional ADABAS Users' Conference and mingle with UIQT, the 
software ag Conference Host, 

ADACOM and ~ a t u r a l ~ ~  
by: P e t e r  Pag6 
Di r e c t o r  of  T e c h n i c a l  O p e r a t i o n s  
s  o  f t w a  r e  a  g ,  Darms tad t  

Tvio new u s e r  o r i e n t e d  l a n g u a g e s  forcommunica- 
t i o n  w i t h  a  d a t a  base  were o f f i c i a l l y  announced 
by s o f t w a r e  a t  t h e  F i f t h  I n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  ADABAS User se  conference i n  Boston.  
A D A C O M  i s  a  b a t c h  r e p o r t  g e n e r a t o r a n d  N a t u r a l  
i s  an o n l i n e  and b a t c h  communication l anguage  

A D A C O M  o f f e r s  t h e  u s e r  powerful  r e p o r t  
g e n e r a t i o n  c a p a b i l  i t i e s .  The c u r r e n t  r a n g e  
of  f u n c t i o n s  o f f e r e d  by A D A C O M  a r e  a l m o s t  
i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  
i n  ADAWRITER. 

One of  t h e  d e s i g n  o b j e c t i v e s  of  A D A C O M  was t o  
keep t h e  s y n t a x  a s  c o m p a t i b l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  
w i t h  ADAWRITER s y n t a x .  However, ou r  
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  ADAWRITER had shown t h a t  i n  
c e r t a i n  a r e a s  t h e  s y n t a x  was t o o  come1 i c a t e d  
f o r  t h e  end u s e r ,  s o  some improvements  were 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  A D A C O M  s y n t a x .  

Compared t o  ADAWRITER, A D A C O M  o f f e r s  many 
enhancements  which c o u l d  n o t  be imp1 emented 
i n  ADAWRITER. 

E a s e o f u s e :  The u s e r  s p e c i f i e s  t h e  
p a r a m e t e r s  f o r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  
o f  ADABAS f  i e l  d s ,  temporary  

c o n t i n u e d  on page 3 
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