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by: Rob Macmi l l a n  
Department o f  A n a l y t i c a l  S tud ies  
Simon Fraser  U n i v e r s i t y  

A t e n t a t i v e  agenda f o r  our  F i f t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Users 
Conference has been prepared and a most i n t e r e s t i n g  
program i s  assured. I am p a r t i c u l a r l y  p leased t h a t  
Leo Cohen has agreed t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  keynote address 
(see a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s  News le t te r ) .  

Some chanqes have been made t o  t h e  Conference format  - 
p l a c i n g  an emphasis on u s e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  We have, 
o f  course, r e t a i n e d  t h e  fo rma l  presentat ions,  b u t  
have a l l o t t e d  more t ime t o  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Groups 
where a l l  users  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  
S.I.G. chairmen a r e  p r e p a r i n g  programs f o r  t h e i r  
sess ion  a t  t h e  Conference. Contact them now w i t h  
any suggest ions f o r  t h e  S.I.G. sessions. 

A l a n  M a r t i n ,  f r o m  Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  has 
agreed t o  c h a i r  t h e  DBA Tools  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Group 
u n t i l  t h e  Boston Conference. 

T h e r e  has  been  some i n t e r e s t  i n  c r e a t i n g  a new 
S.I .G.  t o  f o r m u l a t e  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  Long r a n g e  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  and  d i r e c t  i o n s  f o r  ADABAS and 
r e l a t e d  products .  While t h i s  can never become t h e  
p r e c i s e  s c i e n c e  o f  changelenhancements,  i d e a s  
generated may be v a l u a b l e  t o  s o f t w a r e a g. 
Any ideas?  B r i n g  them t o  Boston. 

Continued on page 4 

HAVE YOU HAD A 
DISASTER LATELY ? 
by Gordon Cochran 

I f  not, have you p lanned f o r  one? T h i s  has been a 
t o u g h  w i n t e r  f o r  d a t a  c e n t e r s .  New d i s a s t e r s  
have rep laced  t h e  s tandard  ones such as f i r e  and 
bombings. Th is  w i n t e r  we had floods, mud s l ides ,  
and f r o z e n  p lumbing on our  168's. 

There a r e  two s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  d i s a s t e r  s i t u a t i o n .  
M i r r o r  image sys tems a t  a n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n  i s  one 
s o l u t i o n ,  b u t  an e x p e n s i v e  one. A r e c i p r o c a l  
agreement w i t h  another  company's computer cen te r  i s  
a more cos t  e f f e c t i v e  s o l u t i o n .  

Cont inued on page 8 

LEO COHEN 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

5 th International ADABAS Users Conference 

by: Rob Macmi l l a n  

We a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t h a t  M r .  Cohen has  a g r e e d  t o  
address t h e  ADABAS Users Group. H is  exper ience i n  
t h e  computing i n d u s t r y  dates f rom 1953 w i t h  Doctors 
E c k e r t  and  Mauch ly .  He s u b s e q u e n t l y  worked  a t  
Burroughs Corpora t ion  and was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  area o f  
so f tware  design. I n  1963 he founded Leo J. Cohen 
A s s o c i a t e s ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  renamed MetaSystems 
C o r p o r a t i o n .  He i s  c u r r e n t l y  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
Performance Deve lopment Corporat ion.  

M r .  Cohen has designed compilers, o p e r a t i n g  systems, 
and data base systems and has l e c t u r e d  on each o f  
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